TELLING TALES – by Simon Airey
Everything is story. Your life; the history of the world; the deepest explorations of science; the heart of God. A picture or a song is a story; an advert often is; even your bank statement tells a story (though it might be a tragedy!)

I discovered, as I trained for ministry in the late 80’s, that the most natural, and the most effective, way to talk about the things of God was through story. It was for me anyway. I was a self taught storyteller for 10 years before I met professional storyteller Angela Knowles through the Northumbria Community. Angela was like a mentor for me. It was through her, and being involved in a project called ‘The Telling Place’, that I connected with the world of tradition, oral storytelling. 
Oral storytelling is when there’s no script. The teller uses their owns words and, though the story remains the same, the way they tell and the words they use will often vary each time they tell it. The Stories may be very old or very new. They may be sacred stories, folk or fairy tales, personal true life stories, wisdom stories, or historical stories.
We’ll be looking at these and other kinds of story during my 3 day workshop ‘Telling Tales’ at Sheldon; 14th-16th November. Everyone is a storyteller although the stories we tell and the way we tell them will vary greatly. Some people have a natural talent for storytelling but good storytelling is much more about practise, and the desire to give the story all the life you can.
A true storyteller will have a love for a story. They will imaginatively immerse themselves in it so it will live in them; it will happen to them as they tell it. And as it happens to them it starts to happen to the listeners. There’s a Scottish storytellers saying; ‘You tell a story eye to eye, mind to mind, heart to heart’. It is an amazing experience to hear a story told like that and to tell a story like that yourself. If a story is written the power of the story is carried in the words; if a story is told the power of the story is carried in the teller. Most of our communication is non-verbal. So it makes sense that the words are just a small part of spell when the teller becomes alive with the story. As an aside, I believe our understanding of the parables would deepen hugely if we could have seen and heard Jesus telling those stories.

During the workshop people will be discovering the storyteller within themselves. They’ll begin to find their own individual style and the kind of stories that most appeal to them. They’ll learn techniques used by storytellers to go within a story and explore it. They’ll learn how to hone and structure a story so that trying to remember it is hardly an issue. They’ll learn that you don’t have to be dramatic. I have no drama training. The stories themselves are dramatic. A true storyteller isn’t someone who brings a story to life by their own dramatic skills. Rather it’s someone who allows the story to live within them in such a way that it brings them to life!
Whether you’re thinking of coming along in November or not; whether you’re itching to tell stories or you’d just be happy to listen and let the stories take you away; the world of story is well worth exploring. Throughout our lives stories will touch and inspire us. They will bring us to moments of deep clarity, understanding, or decision. Making the connection between God’s story and our lives is essential. You might say that the church’s task through the years is to tell the story of God to the world. Actually it’s more exciting than that we’re to be part of the unfolding story of God as well!

